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Mobile Vendor or Food Truck Activities Summary 

OPERATING ON A PRIVATE OR PUBLIC PARCEL VS. IN THE RIGHT OF WAY 
OPERATING ON A PRIVATE OR PUBLIC PARCEL REQUIREMENTS 

 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating 10 (ten) days 
or less within 365-day period 
 
OR 
 
Not located on same parcel for more than 3 (three) 
consecutive days 
 

 
Exempt from obtaining a City of Auburn business license. 
 
Required to comply with all applicable Federal, State, and 
County requirements including all State and County 
Health Department regulations. While exempt from the 
requirement to obtain a city business license, the mobile 
vendor or food truck shall comply with all other applicable 
rules and regulations of the Auburn City Code. 
 

 
Examples 

1. May operate in one location for 1 day, move to another location for 1 day, move to yet another for 3 
(three) days and return to former location for 3 (one) day and operate another 2 days in a 365-day period 

2. May operate in 10 (ten) different locations, one day each within a 365-day period 
3. May operate a day, return 6 (six) months later, operate 3 (three) days within 365-day period 
4. May operate 3 (three) days in one site, move to new site for 3 (three) days, return to first site for 3 (three) 

days in a 365-day period 
5. May operate at a city function for a one (1) day, move to a private site for three (3) days and six (6) 

months later work a three (3) day city event in a 365-day period 
 

 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating more than 10 
(ten) calendar days in a 365-day period 
 
OR 
 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating more than 3 
(three) consecutive days 
 
 

 
City Business License required prior to operating. 
 
City review required to obtain business license. 

 
 

OPERATING IN THE RIGHT OF WAY REQUIREMENTS 

 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating 10 (ten) days 
or less within 365-day period 
 
OR 
 
Not located on same parcel for more than 3 (three) 
consecutive days 

 
Exempt from obtaining a City of Auburn business license. 
 
Required to comply with all applicable Federal, State, and 
County requirements including all State and County 
Health Department regulations. While exempt from the 
requirement to obtain a city business license, the mobile 
vendor or food truck shall comply with all other applicable 
rules and regulations of the Auburn City Code, including 
parking restrictions.  
 

 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating more than 10  
(ten) calendar days in a 365-day period 
 
OR 
 
Mobile Vendor or Food Truck operating more than 3 
(three) consecutive days 
 

 
City Business License AND Right of Way Use Permit 
required prior to operating. 
 
City review required to obtain business license and right 
of way use permit. Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks that 
operate in the public right-of-way such as along streets or 
sidewalks shall first apply for and obtain a right-of-way 
use permit for a specific single location and not 
transferable to a new location.  
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OPERATING IN NONRESIDENTIAL VS RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT VENDING LOCATION* 

 
Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks are permitted to 
operate in all non-residential zones. 

 
Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks on private or public 
property may be parked in a designated parking spot or 
other location used for parking but cannot negatively 
impact vehicular and non-motorized circulation or safety, 
block fire lanes or ADA parking stalls, or impede visual 
site distance for drivers.  
 
Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks may be placed in other 
locations outside developed parking or circulation areas if 
they do not disrupt vehicular or non-motorized circulation 
or adversely affect site improvements (such as utilities 
and landscaping).  
 
Any Mobile Vendors or Food Trucks operating in the 
public right-of-way shall operate in a location in 
accordance with an approved right-of-way use permit. 
 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT VENDING LOCATION* 

 
Mobile vendors and food trucks operating in 
residential zoning districts are permitted for no more 
than 3 (three) calendar days in the same general 
location AND must be fully self-contained, require no 
utility or power connections, and cannot have 
freestanding appurtenant structures beyond the cart 
or vehicle, such as, canopies and tents. 
 

 
Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks shall not be parked on 
residential front yards or driveways where they would 
impede a public sidewalk.   
 
Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks may be placed within 
private access tracts, private driveways (where the public 
sidewalk is not blocked), private common properties, and 
within the public right-of-way provided that a right-of-way 
permit is issued. 
 

*Mobile Vendors and Food Trucks shall not be parked in a location that blocks access to a city owned utility or where it 
will impede garbage collection or mail delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


